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Kia ora,  

 

Happy New Year! Welcome to the January edition of 

our newsletter. We hope you all had a relaxing Christmas 

break and hopefully had some time to get out and about in 

nature. 

 

Reflecting back on 2021 we continued to live through 

uncertain times, however our feathered friends and furry 

foes don’t know that a virus is sweeping the world. They 

are still doing what they do. And our wonderful, committed 

group of volunteers have continued to do what they do 

- in protecting our taonga species 

and achieving some milestones and progress in our pest 

management programme.   

 

Throughout 2021 the numbers of people attending forest 

workdays for the first time steadily increased. As we begin 

a new year it will be fantastic to see some of these newer 

volunteers continue their enthusiasm for getting into nature 

and conservation work by considering taking on more of an 

https://kiwitrust.infoodle.com/%7B%7B%7Binf_site_view_url%7D%7D%7D
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active role within our pest management and kiwi 

management programmes. One of the Trust's objectives is 

to increase volunteer capacity and encourage and develop 

an increased pool of skilled and experienced people who 

can contribute to leadership and governance as part of 

succession for all roles. This strategy also protects 

volunteers from work overload. 

 

We all look forward to another successful year of 

conservation work in our beautiful forest protecting our 

native fauna and flora.  

 

Ngā mihi  
 

 

FOREST WORKDAY - SUNDAY 9 JANUARY 

 

When -  Sunday 9 January 2022 

What time - 9.00 am to whenever 

Where -  Ōtanewainuku Shelter - 667 Mountain Road, Oropi (about 7km from Oropi 

Road junction) 

 The workday will start at 9 am. Please arrive at 8.45 am to ensure everyone is 

present at the briefing and H&S Induction. 

 New volunteers - once the briefing is completed you will be assigned to an 

experienced volunteer. Please make yourself known to the person in charge of the 

day. Assemble where required. 

 Sturdy walking shoes or boots will be required, as well as warm gear, raincoat, 

drink, and snacks if going out in the bush. 

 Hi-Viz vest and personal first aid kit are recommended. Allergy medications need to 

be in the first aid kit i.e. wasp sting. 

 A reasonable level of fitness is required as you need to be aware of changes in the 

terrain, however, there is the option of line clearing. 

 Sausage Sizzle and a hot drink will be provided afterwards.  

Covid 19 Orange setting guidelines should be reviewed before attending the 

workday. The guidelines can be viewed here 

https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-levels-and-updates/alert-level-2/


 

 

Please remember to check Facebook and email for cancellations. 

 

OPERATIONS UPDATE 

 

 

 POSSUMS CATCHES REACH NEW MILESTONE 

  

Our Ōtanewainuku volunteers have now caught over 1000 possums, with a new total of 

1006 !. This is a brilliant effort by our volunteers and those involved in this part of the pest 

management programme. Everyone involved should give themselves a huge pat on the 

back. The 1000th possum was caught on 5 Dec 2021 on loop 2A 44- 48 and it looks like it 

may be part of the trickle of possums that are caught coming out of the QE2 block. 

 

The possum catch map continues to show that there is more reinvasion back 

into Ōtanewainuku than was originally estimated there would be based on Landcare 

studies. A logical explanation for this may be that with no outside control possum numbers 

surrounding Ōtanewainuku are probably high. Possums are territorial so this higher density 

of possums may reduce the options for dispersal and options to establish new territories so 

they head for Ōtanewainuku and hopefully a trap. 

 



 

Catches for the past couple of months have also been higher. Part of that may be attributed 

to the smaller secondary spring dispersal. However the higher catches may also be due to 

lower rat numbers and therefore reduced interference with the possum lure. The rat 

operation in the forest is likely to have gone better than expected because observations in 

the forest show that there is very little rat chewed fruit on the ground and the number of rats 

caught in DOC traps in the past couple of months looks to have reduced significantly. 

 

However monitoring can sometimes be a bit hit and miss and more refined methods will be 

investigated so we can ensure we get more accurate reporting.   

  

 

 

 SALTED RABBIT TEAM 

 

 

The next Rabbit Processing day is scheduled provisionally 

for Saturday 22 January 2022 at 9am at Hans 

Pendergrast's shed (North end of Seales Road, Oropi). 

 

The team are going to trial a different method of processing 

with the intention of skinning and gutting all the rabbits in 

the big freezer and refreezing them. Once this job is done 

then the team will cut up the carcasses into bait sized bits 

with a band saw once they are frozen. This will allow more 

freezer space to store any new rabbits provided by our 

shooters. 

 

John Oldridge will contact those who have indicated an 

interest in helping out closer to the time. However if you 

would like to know more about the rabbit processing work, 

please contact oktvolunteers@volbop.org.nz for more 

information.  
 

 

KIWI NEWS 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM 'SAVE THE KIWI'  



  

 

Image courtesy of Save the Kiwi 

On 21 December 2021 the Department of Conservation - Te Papa Atawhai - released their 

five-yearly assessment of the conservation status of birds in New Zealand. The report says 

the North Island brown kiwi has been reclassified from ‘At Risk – Declining’ to ‘Not 

Threatened’. Classifications are based on an estimated number of mature birds, the area 

occupied, and the predicted change in the population over three generations or 10 years, 

whichever comes first. It is now estimated that the North Island brown kiwi population sits at 

25,000-30,000. 

 

This reclassification proves the work that kiwi conservation groups are doing all over the 

country is working. Because of community, whānau, hapū and iwi groups, kiwi practitioners, 

volunteers, sponsors, donors, and anyone who has ever walked a trapline, together we are 

beginning to see the fruits of our labour. You should feel very proud that your mahi has 

directly contributed to this momentous shift. 

 

Other species of kiwi are seeing results too. Haast tokoeka, rowi, and kiwi pukupuku/little 

spotted kiwi are all increasing. For the first time since assessments began in 2000, no 

species of kiwi is listed as being critically threatened. 

 

However, despite the change in threatened status, the brown kiwi remains very much 

‘conservation dependent’. Predator control is a job that will never be done until we are 

predator-free, and gains can be undone in a short matter of time if it stops. By working 

together, kiwi numbers are trending in the right direction, but we cannot afford to take our 



 

foot off the gas. 

 

While this change in status is worth celebrating, it is also a great motivator to keep doing 

more to see even better results in the coming years. Save the Kiwi is treating this 

reclassification as a challenge, and we ask every one of you to join us. Let’s continue to 

work hard to keep this momentum going for the sake of this taonga species, our national 

bird. In response to DOC’s announcement, we have released our own media statement 

which acknowledges this achievement, but which emphasises that nothing will change on 

the ground. The mahi that we are doing together must continue otherwise these gains will 

very quickly vanish. 

 

As you know, just because the brown kiwi is no longer classified as threatened, it still faces 

all the same threats across the North Island as it did yesterday. Dogs, ferrets, and stoats 

remain relentless threats to kiwi. The report also doesn't recognise regional variation in the 

status of North Island brown kiwi. Our understanding based on the estimates and models 

used in the development of this report is that Northland and Coromandel are likely in growth 

mode, Western close to if not in growth mode, and Eastern very likely in decline. 

 

It’s important to note that 25,000-30,000 adult North Island brown kiwi is just a drop in the 

ocean compared to when humans first reached Aotearoa. Is 25,000-30,000 kiwi enough? 

We think not. (As a follow-up to this report, updated statistics about the estimated number of 

kiwi in each region will be released by DOC hopefully in the first half of 2022.) 

 

From the team at Save the Kiwi, we want to say a sincere thank you. Thank you for all your 

hard work, for your commitment to the cause, and for loving these birds like they’re your 

own family. Because of you, we can say that the future is looking up for the North Island 

brown kiwi, and you should feel very proud. 

 

 

MAKE SURE YOUR DOG NEVER MEETS A KIWI 

 

An important member of many New Zealand families is 

their dog. But dogs are the number one reason why adult 

kiwi are killed in the wild. Because kiwi don’t fly, they don’t 

have a breastplate that protects their internal organs. This 

means even just a gentle nudge from an inquisitive dog has 

https://www.savethekiwi.nz/


 

the potential to fatally injure a kiwi, even if they’re just 

playing. Regardless of size, breed, temperament, or 

training, any dog has the potential to kill a kiwi. Modern 

dogs come from a long line of hunters so even the most 

gentle and well-behaved pooch can become uncontrollable 

when they smell an interesting scent – especially if it’s one 

they’ve never smelled before. 

Injuries caused by dogs can result in a long, drawn-out, 

painful death for kiwi. Damaged internal organs can cause 

extensive internal bleeding. Despite a kiwi having a strong 

kick when provoked, a dog can easily snap their legs too. 

 

Dogs and kiwi don’t mix. Save the Kiwi have launched a 

national dog campaign with the help of ambassador Lisa 

Carrington and her cute cavoodle Colin. This campaign is 

designed to teach dog owners about the risks their dogs 

pose to kiwi and what they can do to ensure kiwi remain 

safe in their own backyards.   

 

Learn how to ensure your dog never comes face to face 

with a kiwi by heading over to the SAVE THE KIWI website 

which provides practical advice and guidance. 
 

 

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION 

 

 

 DAVE EDWARDS 

https://www.savethekiwi.nz/holidaying-with-dogs/


 

 

It is not hard to understand how the 1006th possum catch 

milestone has been reached so quickly. Dave Edwards has 

been leading the possum trapping team for some time now 

and has been instrumental in introducing skillful 

adaptations to the sentinel possum trap, and personally 

putting in many volunteer hours in getting the traps out 

into Ōtanewainuku forest. 

 

Dave's approach is collaborative, investigative, informed 

through research, and adaptive through continual data 

collection which is then used to test and trial the operation. 

To top it off Dave also disseminates data to other groups 

undertaking possum trapping, along with continual updates 

of the work in Ōtanewainuku. 

 

Thank you Dave for all that you do for Ōtanewainuku and 

conservation as a whole. 
 

 

ACTIVITY FOR THE KIDS 

 

 

Kids can still experience the wonders 

of Ōtanewainuku without having to trek far into the forest.  

 

This Summer, why not take your kids for a walk on the 

Rimu Loop Bush Track and visit the giant Rimu trees. In 

native forest, the Rimu towers over other trees in lowland 

areas, with its fine, weeping leaves and red bark that falls 

off in large flakes. They can grow as high as 50 

metres. Known as ‘red pine’ by European settlers, it was a 

good description for the wood, gum and sap of the tree, 

which all have a red colour. In Māori mythology the red is 

attributed as the blood of Tunaroa, a giant eel slain 

by Māui.  

 

The Rimu Loop Bush track is 45 minutes return and is an 



 

easy walk which starts on the carpark edge, on the 

opposite side of the road to the shelter. It is a gently graded 

walk and finishes back at the road, a hundred or so metres 

northwest of the starting point. While walking, take time to 

stop along the track and you are likely to see the North 

Island Robin, fantails, tui and may be lucky to hear kōkako 

calling.  

 

619/667 Mountain Road, Oropi - Directions 
 

 

ŌTANEWAINUKU: THE FACTS & FIGURES  

 

 

 The Trust has over 180 km of trap and bait station 

lines 

 330 stoat trap tunnels 

 2142 bait stations within 1200ha of the 

Ōtanewainuku Conservation Area 

 1006 possums eradicated as at December 5 2021 

 Monthly work days with an average of 25 

volunteers attending 

 Over 10,000 hours each year of volunteer time 

 Originally estimated to be around 30 million Kiwi in 

NZ. Now around 70,000 

 Approximately 25,000-30,000 North Island brown 

kiwi 

 North Island Brown Eastern Taxon kiwi estimated 

to be about 7,000 

 Kiwi eggs and chicks get eaten by predators where 

there is no protection. Out of every 100 kiwi eggs 

laid only five kiwi chicks will make it to adulthood 

 An average of 27 kiwi are killed by predators 

EVERY WEEK. That’s a population decline of 

around 1,400 kiwi every year (or 2%) 

https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/bay-of-plenty/places/otanewainuku-forest/things-to-do/otanewainuku-walking-tracks/


 

 Kiwi may disappear from the mainland in our 

lifetime. Just one hundred years ago, kiwi 

numbered in the millions 

 In areas where predators are controlled, 50-60% of 

chicks survive. When areas are not under 

management 95% of kiwi die before reaching 

breeding age 

 Over 5000 predators trapped since the start of the 

Trust’s work 

 

 

 

ŌTANEWAINUKU KIWI TRUST INFORMATION  

 

 

 

Have you checked out our fact sheets and 

reports yet?  A range of interesting 

information can be found on our website to 

download. 

 

The Ōtanewainuku Kiwi Trust handbook 

gives an insight into the background of the 

Trust, its purpose and vision, and how you 

as a volunteer can help achieve that vision. 

This is not only for those working actively in 

the forest but also for those helping behind 

the scenes. 

 

The handbook is sent to all new volunteer 

registrations but if you have not received a 

copy please contact our Volunteer 

Coordinator 

at oktvolunteers@volbop.org.nz  
 

 

ORDER YOUR ŌTANEWAINUKU KIWI TRUST GEAR!  

 

https://kiwitrust.org/resources/fact-sheets-reports/
mailto:oktvolunteers@volbop.org.nz%C2%A0


 

Want to wear our mission on your sleeve? Purchase our gear on our website to show your 

support. 

 

  

  

 

ŌTANEWAINUKU & SOCIAL MEDIA!  

 

 

Check us out on Facebook and Instagram and if you take any photos of your experiences in 

the Ōtanewainuku forest that you’re happy to share, please tag us in!  
 

https://kiwitrust.org/store/


 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

   

 

The name Ōtanewainuku means “the many waters that spring forth from the domain of 

Tāne - overseer of the forest."  
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