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Hi  
 

Thank you for your continued support of the Rotoehu Ecological Trust (RET). 
  

Rotoehu is now considered the premier kōkako location in the country! 
 
Currently, we oversee the management of 1367 hectares of prime kōkako habitat, featuring 
approximately 160 kilometers of tracks. Our upcoming plans include the addition of another 
120 hectares this year. 
 
In 2023, the Department of Conservation successfully executed an aerial rat control 
operation, particularly crucial as rats pose a threat to kōkako during nesting season 
(November to February). We've achieved notable success through combined aerial and 
ground-based operations, witnessing a significant reduction in rat numbers, allowing our 
kōkako to successfully rear the next generation.  
 
This year, we aim to conduct a ground-based pest control operation over approximately 
1400 hectares, with much of our focus over the coming months on preparing tracks and 
infrastructure for this endeavor. 

 
Your continued support is invaluable to the well-being of the Rotoehu kōkako population. 
We eagerly anticipate your ongoing involvement and look forward to welcoming you soon. 

 

  

Upcoming workday 
 
Our first workday for 2024 is on the Saturday 9th of March. 
 
Meet at the junction of Rotoehu and Pukehangi Roads at 9am. We will spend 
approximately 3 hours clearing tracks . 
If you are able to attend the workday on Saturday 13 November, please let us know.  
 
Workday – what to bring 

 sturdy footwear 
 weather suitable clothing 
 day pack 
 water bottle snack food  
 enthusiasm! 

 
RET will be providing 

 Kōkako Organic coffee and hot chocolate/tea 
 hand tools including loppers, hammers and handsaws 
 snacks 
 handwashing facilities 

mailto:volunteer@kokako.kiwi?subject=I%27m%20available%209th%20March&body=null


2024 Workday schedule 
 
Our 2024 workdays will be on the second Saturday of the month March-November.  
 
The dates are as follows 

 9 March 
 13 April 
 11 May 
 8 June 
 13 July 
 10 August 
 14 September (likely to be a pest operation day)* 
 12 October (likely to be a pest operation day)* 
 26 or 27 October (rat monitoring to meet reporting requirements)* 
 9 November 

 

* May change based on the DOC permission requirements and weather. 

 

Otari Block Trap Update 
 
In 2015, a walk-through survey revealed the presence of kōkako in the Otari block. While the 
Department of Conservation (DOC) considered it a small outlier and excluded it from their pest 
control operation, RET recognized the value of protecting the area and took matters into our 
own hands. Traps were installed during the summer of 2015-16, followed by the establishment 
of a bait station network in 2018. 
 
Brian Pickering assumed the responsibility of trap checks in September 2018, following an 
appeal from Sarah Orton, the then Chairperson of RET. Recognizing the need for a small team 
of volunteers, nine individuals have generously contributed their time since then. The joy of 
hearing the kōkako call during their hours in the bush has been a shared delight. 
 
Although the Otari block was excluded from aerial 1080 drops by DOC in 2017 and 2020 due 
to its perceived status as a small outlier and potential iwi resistance, the situation changed with 
a 1080 drop in September 2023, which included Otari. The positive impact of this is evident in 
the reduced trap kills compared to previous years. As many traps now require extensive 
maintenance and the consensus is that continued monitoring is unnecessary, the decision has 
been made to cease the trap run. 
 
Gratitude is extended to the trap team for their dedication over the last five and a half years, 
and acknowledgment goes to DOC for supporting the effort by providing the use of a DOC 
vehicle for transportation. 
 
From September 2018 to January 2024, the traps in Otari have successfully cleared 1019 rats, 
61 stoats, 57 hedgehogs, and 22 mice. 

  

 


