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Mother's Day (May) Workday 

Our next workday is fast approaching on Sunday 12th May (yes, its Mother’s Day – 

bring your mum along). We’ll be working on the extended section of Hongi’s Track, 

putting in posts (digging holes), and clearing vegetation. Bring along sturdy footwear, 

warm clothes, drink bottle and loppers/secateurs if you have them. We’ll provide coffee, 

cake, kokako (hopefully) and some hand tools. 

  

  

The workday starts at 9:00 am and runs until 1:00 pm. Meet at the intersection of 

Pukehangi and Rotoehu Roads. 

  

 

2019 Kokako Census 

In late March to mid-April Rotoehu Ecological Trust hosted a 3-person survey 

team who carried out a census of the Rotoehu kokako population. Over 16 days, 

Dave, Amanda and Joel systematically worked their way through approximately 

1,200 ha of bush consisting of DOC public conservation land, Ngati Makino land 

and Timberlands managed land, searching for kokako. 

  

This census was the first one to be carried out since 2013 which was 

approximately when RET took over management of the population, so we were 

all very excited to see how the population had changed since then.  This was also 

the most ambitious census for the population to date, with more than double the 

area to be surveyed compared to the previous census. 

  

The census started with a bang with the first pair of kokako being observed within 

the first hour of surveying, despite the rain trying to dampen spirits. From that 

point on the census went from highlight to highlight, with kokako being counted 



 

thick and fast. The end result was 133 pairs and 8 singles, of which, 126 pairs 

and all 8 singles were located within the currently managed area. 

  

This is a fantastic result for both the kokako population and the hard work that’s 

been carried out by the Trust and its volunteers over the past five years. The 

survey team also reported that most pairs still had 1 – 2 fledglings with them, 

which means that the population could potentially double in size if all those 

fledglings make it to adulthood (Note: the census only counts territorial adults 

(either pairs or singles), as those birds are deemed to be able to breed and 

therefore contribute to the populations growth). Large numbers of Mohoua / 

Whitehead and Titipounamu / Rifleman were also detected during the survey. 

 

Our thanks to Dave, Amanda and Joel for carrying out the survey, and to the 

DOC Community Fund, Western Bay of Plenty District Council and the Bay of 

Plenty Regional Council for providing the funding that make this project viable. 

Thanks also to Kokako Coffee, Kaingaroa Timberlands, Ngati Makino, Te Puke 

Forest and Bird, and Old Forest School for their continued support (financial and 

otherwise). 

  



  

 

2019 Workday Dates 

  

Subsequent workdays will be as follows: 

Sunday 12th May 

Sunday 14th July 

Sunday 8th September 

Sunday 10th November 

The Adventures of Cheryl 

Some of you may be aware but RET is currently down a Trustee at the moment, as 

Cheryl is off on a 6 month long overseas adventure. Cheryl is currently trekking 

somewhere in the Himalayas, and from the sounds of it, is having a fantastic time: 



 

  

“The first trek was about 21 days and involved walking through the Himalayas from the 

Nepali village of Jomsom to up near the Tibetan border and then zig zagging via 

various villages, nomad camps, monasteries, passes or epic trails back down the other 

side.  My guess is we walked around 200km and climbed Mt Everest.  Mustang was 

famous for being largely untouched by the modern world due to its geography and 

history - in the 1960s and 1970s the CIA trained Tibetan freedom fighters to fight 

against the Chinese communists in Tibet and they used the Mustang region as their 

base and conduit into Tibet.  Hence it was off limits to foreigners until the 1990s but 

now there are a few trekkers, the odd motorbike, even less mountain bikers and soon 

to be loads of Indian tourists on the road to Mt Kailash via the Mustang border 

post.  Fortunately, we deviated from the road most the time to experience some pretty 

epic high altitude trails through a sedimentary world that has been carved by water and 

wind into the most amazing gorges, gullies, jagged shapes and hoodoos.  We had 

really hot, really cold, really windy, raining, snowing, freezing and about 10 minutes 

each day of pleasant as the sun either came up or went down”.  

 

  

  

 
 

 



 


